In vitro studies on susceptibility of enamel to caries attack after orthodontic bonding procedures.
Oral hygiene plays an important role in the prevention of caries. Therefore, when one is investigating the possible effects of acid etching on caries susceptibility, oral hygiene aspects and the supplementation of fluoride have to be considered. The objective of this investigation was to study the caries susceptibility of etched enamel surfaces in vitro. To simulate the in vivo situation, much attention was given to the influence of remineralization of saliva and fluorides. It was shown that etching and subsequently fluoridating and remineralization increases resistance of enamel against a caries attack.